
 
                              SAN DIEGUITO RIVER PARK 

CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
Minutes of December 6, 2024 

 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT      REPRESENTING 
Chris Khoury      CAC, Chair     
Rich Risner      American Society of Landscape Architect 
Candice Bowman     Carmel Valley Planning Board 
Kelly Clemshaw                             Del Dios Town Council 
Maggie Brown      Friends of the San Dieguito River Valley  
Liz Gabrych      League of Women Voters 
Dorothy McLin      Lomas Serenas Property Owners 
Victoria Touchstone     Rancho Bernardo Planning Board 
Jeremy Blakespear     San Diego Bicycle Coalition 
Jennifer Disser      San Diego Mountain Biking Assoc. 
Julie Klein      San Diego Trails Alliance  
Karen Lare, alternate     San Dieguito Lagoon Committee 
Sharon Fogg      San Dieguito Planning Group 
Peter Shapiro      San Dieguito River Valley Conservancy  
Pam Heatherington     Sierra Club 
Jim Smith      Torrey Pines Community Planning Group 
Jeff Barnouw      Coastal Property Owner 
Bob Dudley      San Pasqual Property Owner 
Bill Adelson      Eastern Property Owner 
Neil Meyer      Eastern Property Owner   

    
 
VISITORS/STAFF PRESENT  
Shawna Anderson     San Dieguito River Park JPA 
Dewanda Vandermost     San Dieguito River Park JPA  
Nathan Lacy      San Dieguito River Park JPA  
Brian Caldwell      Lake Hodges resident 
Karen Billing      Rancho Santa Fe Review  

      
          
Roll Call and Introductions 
Chair Khoury called the meeting to order at 10:32 AM.   
 
Approval of Minutes-11-1-24 
Jeff Barnouw moved to approve the minutes of November 1, 2024 and Neil Meyer seconded the motion. 
All members were in favor.  
Abstain: None 
 
Chair’s Report – Chair Khoury reviewed the recent difficulty obtaining the JPA quorum for board 
meetings. The CAC members discussed options to expedite filling the vacant board meeting seats. 
 
Executive Director’s Report – 
Executive Director Anderson reported on the following: 
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• Reminder that the Red Nose Run is on December 14, 2024 and SDRP is one of the chosen
charities for this event.

• Positive press received over recent months, to include the article in Islands Travel highlighting
the David Kreitzer Lake Hodges Bridge as the world’s longest stress ribbon bridge.

• Tidal Trail guided hike was well attended by the San Diego Association of Landscape Designers,
supporters of the Red Nose Run and the general public.

• The staff retreat held at the San Diego Safari Park was a great success for learning, team building
and vision planning.

• Update on the fishing situation at the San Dieguito Lagoon allowed by the Cal Fish and Wildlife.

Public Comment – 
Bob Dudley, along with Paul Bernstein and guest Brian Caldwell, reiterated previous information 
regarding the current water level of Lake Hodges and the CAC’s position taken at their August 2, 2024 
meeting requesting that the City consider upstream consequences when restricting the lake level. Mr. 
Dudley stated that increasing the water level from 280 feet to 293 feet would have several potential 
benefits including enhanced water security, improved wildfire protection, a healthier ecosystem, 
economic savings, and sustainable energy generation.  
They presented a resolution for the CAC to consider. Chair Khoury and Executive Director Anderson 
explained that the CAC cannot consider the subject and resolution at this meeting because it is not on 
the action agenda, but could add the item to the next CAC meeting. Chair Khoury also stated that the 
JPA Board will consider the CAC’s recommendation regarding the lake level at their next scheduled 
meeting on December 17, 2024.  

DISCUSSION/ACTION 

1. Results of CTC Trail East San Pasqual Valley Feasibility Study –
Director Anderson reminded the CAC that at their November 1st meeting it was decided that the Trails 
Committee should provide their preferred trail alignment prior to the CAC’s vote on a preferred 
alignment. She also stated that she will present the results of the study at the next JPA Board meeting 
and request their feedback on the various trail alignments. 

Three Trail Alignments Evaluated: 
• North Alignment: Located north of Highway 78, adjacent to the river and orchards.
• South Alignment (and South Option): Positioned south of Highway 78 along the slopes.
• Crossover Alignment: A hybrid of the north and south alignments, utilizing an existing culvert

under Highway 78.

Candice Bowman, Trails Committee Chair, presented the results of the Trails Committee December 2nd 
site visit in San Pasqual Valley to view the proposed trail alignments evaluated in the feasibility study.  
The committee discussed and considered stakeholders’ concerns, relative costs, relative noise, 
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attractiveness and trail user experience and the impact on endangered species along the trail. The Trail 

Committee recommended the South Alignment Alternative as the preferred trail alignment.

Candice Bowman made a motion that the CAC select the South Alignment Alternative as the CAC’s 
preferred trail alignment. The motion was seconded by Peter Shapiro. 
All members in favor. 
Abstain: None 

2. Committee Reports

a. Project Review Committee – No report.

b. Trails Committee – Candice Bowman reported under Agenda Item 1.

c. Interpretation Committee – Liz Gabrych reported that the signage for Bernardo Bay and
Mule Hill is being redesigned to incorporate a focus on the Native American prospective.  A sub-
committee is being formed to work on this project. 

INFORMATION 

Horsepark Trail Repairs (oral report) –  Director Anderson reported that a meeting was held with 
the operator HITS and the 22nd Agricultural District to discuss the trail and bridge repairs. The 22nd 
DAA will be hiring an engineer to address the culvert and bridge, and the JPA is working with HITS on 
a cost estimate for repairing the washed out trail and exploring a potential temporary trail detour to be 
provided during the repairs.. 

Osuna Trail Segment of CTC Trail (oral)   - Director Anderson reported that the site development 
permit has been obtained. Efforts are ongoing to finalize the engineering plans and secure permits from 
the Army Corps of Engineers.  

Correspondence – N/A 

Chair Khoury adjourned the meeting at 11:58 am. 
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